SOME  CRITICS  OF   AUTHORITARIANISM
"Old traditions are worn out/1 he wrote a year later, "and
new ideas have not yet entered into the consciousness of the
masses. Which means that I don't expect for to-morrow the
miraculous renascence of freedom, of respect for law, of public
morality, of liberty of speech, of journalistic good faith, of
governmental honesty, of bourgeois reason and of proletarian
common sense. No, indeed; we are in for decadence for at
least one or two generations." * And in 1862 he complained
of the " disappearance of every illusion, the Republic, free
trade, the Church, the Army, none are left, all have been tried
and found wanting." 2
If not piecemeal reform, or the transfer of power from one
class or party to another, what then? Revolution, Proudhon
answers. By this he does not mean violent overthrow of the
existing order, much less a seizure by force of the political
machine. The term has for him a double aspect, one in time
and the other in quality. A revolution is both a transformation
in essence, either of an institution or of a way of thought; it is
also a swift passing from one stage of development to another.
Any real new inrush of justice is a revolution, as is any
exceptionally rapid and therefore more visible speeding-up of
the incessant processes of change. A revolution is, in fact, the
rapid crossing of those intermediary periods of transition in
which routine likes to linger; or it may consist in the simul-
taneous carrying out of a number of changes that ought to
have been made more at leisure one after another, but which
were prevented by the selfishness of the possessing classes or the -
inertia of Government. It follows, first, that a revolution is made
necessary always by those who refuse to redress grievances
and thereby render inevitable change by leaps and bounds
instead of continuous progress—so that the only way to ward
off the perils of a revolution is to remedy the wrongs that might
cause it; secondly, that a true revolution—Le. an inrush of
true justice—is of necessity right and therefore justified.3 True
revolution is therefore essentially a moral phenomenon, de-
manding morality from those who conduct it. Force may have
1 Letter, 29th October 1860.	2 Letter, ist January 1862.
8 De la Revolution, pp. roo, 102, 122.
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